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Bill Summary 
 Modernizes statutes regarding Sexually Transmitted Infections (“STI”).  
 Combines existing Parts 4 and 14 in Article 4 of Title 25 (public health laws on STI 

and HIV) to make protections and policies apply equally to all STIs. 
 These Parts of the statutes were written at separate times. 
 HIV laws were initially written to be separate and distinct. 
 Today these laws reinforce stigma, limit responses to STIs other than HIV, 

and fail to reflect advancements in health data privacy protections. 
 Expands public health orders to all STIs.  

 Currently, detailed procedures exist in statute only for control of HIV 
infection. By combining Parts 4 and 14 these procedures apply to all STIs.  

 Due process rights are also only specified in statute for HIV.  
 Expands the rights of crime victims and first responders to be tested for STI 

exposure and informed of test results. 
 Amends provisions in the Victim’s Rights and criminal codes to specify rights 

to testing, confidentiality of results and standards of care for referral. 
 Repeals criminal provisions specific to HIV infection.  
 Recodifies Part 14 to include only grant programs specific to HIV.   

 These programs provide matching funds for the Ryan White Care Act for 
drug assistance and support prevention efforts.   

 Codifies current policy and practice for sensitive topics such as confidentiality, 
rights of minors and pregnant women, and anonymous HIV testing. 

 Makes conforming amendments and additions to various statutes. 
 
 

Talking Points 
 By modernizing the STI statutes we enhance public health protections, enable local 

public health officials to respond to outbreaks and promote testing and prevention. 
 Current laws don’t treat all STIs alike and are ill-prepared for new threats to public 

health. SB 146 better prepares us for emerging infections such as the Zika virus. 
 Lack of education, stigma and fear of prosecution create barriers to testing, 

treatment and prevention.  
 SB 146 strengthens public health orders and expands the rights of crime victims 

and first responders. 
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