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The Desiree Alliance is responding to the National Organization for Women and their position 

enmeshing consensual sex work and sex trafficking.  We find the leadership at the helm of NOW 

highly inexperienced and uninformed on the dynamics of sex trafficking.  When this happens, 

opinions, morals, and sexuality become blurred.  This is how hysteria becomes law and how 

morality is continued to be upheld by those in power roles.  Without sound comprehension of 

why sex trafficking exists, NOW has held its rank of historical exclusion of the many voices it 

has cast aside in the name of women’s empowerment.   

I would like to clarify that NOW leadership does not speak for sex workers and our rights. NOW 

has taken on the role of guardian and gatekeeper and we are standing on dangerous ground due 

to miseducation and lack of knowledge that fail to encompass the entire dynamics of trafficking 

(in any form) for populations that are most vulnerable.  NOWs vocals demarcates and distorts the 

fine line of women’s movements for equal rights, body autonomy, reproductive 

rights/health/justice, quality healthcare, and labor choices. You cannot fight for one without 

fighting for us all.  In doing so, you have left countless women at the starting gate without 

support or resources.   

 

NOW has continuously spoken over sex workers, around us, through us, and about us, and we 

will not tolerate the dismissal.  In 2018, sex workers drafted the National Sex Worker Anti-

Criminalization Principles https://frontpageconfidential.com/wp-

content/uploads/2018/06/National-Sex-Worker-Anti-Criminalization-Principles-2018.pdf.  This 
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national document constituted by sex workers from all walks of life, including trafficking 

survivors, is a representation of our voices and how we define our rights and principles.  As a 

national demonstration of solidarity in our shared reconciliations, we reject any individual or 

organization to speak for us or, make decisions based on ill-gotten moralities and stigma.  We 

will no longer allow your voice and power to silence our voice and power.  

Where once we were alliances in our struggles (1973), NOW leadership has thrown down the 

gauntlet of exclusion.  As a director of a national sex worker rights organization, I call upon 

NOWs leadership to refrain from personal opinions and judgements, and understand cause and 

effect is never neatly packaged.  The ramifications are long-lasting for such destructive 

ideologies.  Sex workers have long been excluded from your conversations, NOW as we do not 

fit in your schematics of the perfect woman’s empowerment model.  This must immediately 

change.  Evidence and facts should never be put aside for one’s personal motivations to gain 

power over entire communities. You have failed to listen and more importantly, have failed to 

hear us. We are not the enemies and you would do well to partner with our diverse communities 

instead of further marginalizing us and putting us in harm’s way.  

We call upon every individual and organization to demand NOW be fully inclusive of all 

women’s rights and not cherry-pick the natural selection of who they support and who they do 

not support. Nothing About Us Without Us.  

 

Cristine Sardina BWS, MSJ 

Director, Desiree Alliance 

 

 

 

 

 


